populace merely followed the inclination natural to mankind, to salute the rising and to turn from the setting sun.
A circumstance, trivial in itself, had a singular influence at this crisis; it was observed that the Allied troops had all white scarfs tied round their arms: they were worn as the sign of victory, and not as the badge of French Royalism. Most people, however, regarded them in the latter point of view, and the Royalists, artfully profiting by the mistake, reported that Louis XVIII. was acknowledged by the Emperor of Russia, and even by the Emperor of Austria, that Prince Schwartzenberg wore the white scarf, and that the King's arrival might be looked for next day.
It is a positive fact that no pledge for the Restoration had been given by the Allies. No doubt the Emperor Alexander might cherish a feeling more or less favorable to the Bourbons; but as yet that feeling had not been manifested. The Emperor of Russia arrived at M. de Talleyrand's on foot, having alighted from his horse after seeing the troops defile. He was received by M. de Talleyrand, having as aides des ctrtmonies M. de Pradt on the one hand and the Abbe" Louis on the other. Both were eagerly craving for the good things of office, and they humbly bowed before the conqueror in the hope of sharing the spoil of the conquered. M. de Talleyrand did not reflect that these two gentlemen were of his own cloth; if he had, he would probably have shaken off the Archbishop of Malines at least.
I ought, however, to mention that, previously to the arrival of the Emperor of Russia, M. de Nesselrode had been closeted for two hours with M. de Talleyrand; and there is reason to believe that in that tete-&-t$te were DETERMINED the matters which were subsequently DISCUSSED in the Council: whether this was with the cognizance of the Emperor of Russia I know not.
On his way to the house of M. de Talleyrand the Emperor Alexander was accosted by Vicomte Sosthenes de La Rochefoucauld who earnestly implored him to restore to France her legitimate Sovereign. This step on the part of M. de La Rochefoucauld was as honorable as the conduct of the persons to whom I have just alluded was base. M. de La Rochefoucauld never served Napoleon in 24timents of the populace, or because thatovigo was so illEmperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
